REPORT OF THE STAKEHOLDER CONFERENCE ON YOUTH AND THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS TO MARK THE 2005 INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY, 
FRIDAY, 12 AUGUST 2005, ACCRA - GHANA

Organisation of the Conference
The Stakeholder Conference on Youth and the Millennium Development Goals was organised by the YES-Ghana Country Network, with the kind support of the British Council and the Ghana-India Kofi Annan Centre of Excellence in ICT. This conference is of historic significance to commemorate the International Youth Day which was set aside by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 54/120 for celebrating the achievements and critical role of young people in nation building, as well as raising awareness about the pertinent issues that affect the productive and sustainable development of youth who are the world’s fastest growing population. It was held in Accra on Friday, 12 August 2005. Over 150 participants attended the conference, including 2 blind persons, 3 deaf persons, 5 physically challenged, over 30 Liberian refuges, students, youth leaders, representatives of civil society and academic institutions, the Trade Union Congress, and the international development community. 
The conference aimed at highlighting the role of young people in meeting the MDGs, and building a multi-stakeholder partnership for ensuring youth participation at all levels of implementation. YES-Ghana drew inspiration from the YES Campaign’s target of empowering youth at local and national levels to fulfil the MDGs. 
YES-Ghana reaffirmed relevant international resolutions such as the UN World Programme of Action for Youth, the Millennium Declaration of the General Assembly, and YES Campaign’s Framework for Action, among others. 

Dorothy Gordon, Director-General of the Ghana-India Kofi Annan Centre of Excellence in ICT, Accra, chaired the Conference. The Keynote address was delivered by His Excellency Mr. Jonathan Richardson, Australian High Commissioner to Ghana. Madam Margaret Novicki, Director of UN Information Centre in Accra read the official statement of the UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan. Other Speakers include the Coordinator of YES-Ghana, Emmanuel Korbla Edudzie; Assistant Drector of British Council Madam Amanda Griffiths; and Mr. Kordzo Sedegah, Policy Associate of the UNDP and representative of the UN Resident Representative in Ghana. 
In her opening remarks, Dorothy Gordon congratulated YES-Ghana for taking the bold initiative to undertake the process of opening a dialogue among relevant stakeholders to ensure uth participation in achieving the MDGs. She admonished that YES-Ghana should ensure that this does not become a one-day wonder, and pledged her personal and corporate support for the process. 
Delivering his welcome address, Emmanuel Korbla Edudzie said “the global campaign to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) provides the greatest opportunity for meeting the needs of young people in particular, and the entire mankind at large, to create a new world order devoid of poverty and deprivation. The full participation and empowerment of youth especially at the national and grassroots levels is indispensable for achieving the targets set out in the MDGs. Youth participation is vital for equitable and sustainable policy and project outcomes, which not only benefit the youths themselves, but also the wellbeing of the entire nation.  Youth empowerment, through education and consciousness will strengthen relationships between individuals, civil society, NGOs and governments, leading to an integrated approach to achieving the MDGs.” He said, when youth are integrated into the design, implementation, monitoring and assessment of national strategies, it not only empowers them as individuals, but also enhances the collective coherence of youth as a group working together for the betterment of all. He therefore challenged all stakeholders to generate sufficient opportunities for all young people to participate fully in development processes, to obtain the necessary capacities that make use of their talents, experience and aspirations – doing so under conditions of freedom, security, equality and dignity. He concluded that there are two choices – “take appropriate action now and reap the rewards in terms of productive, stable, secure and inclusive societies; or do little and continue to pay massive human, social and economic costs”. 
In his keynote address, His Excellency Mr. Jonathan Richardson advised young people in Ghana to take advantage of the opportunities available within the international community to develop their potentials in various fields of human endeavours. He noted his country’s long-standing relationship with Ghana and hope that youth in Ghana will take advantage of the many educational opportunities in Australia. 
In a statement read on his behalf by Margaret Novicki, The UN Secretary General noted that “there are almost 3 billion people in the world under the age of 25. More than half a billion of them live on less than two dollars a day. More than 100 million school-aged children are not in school. Every day, almost 30,000 children die of poverty. And 7,000 young people become infected with HIV/AIDS.” He was however emphatic that all these can be changed, “if we work together to meet the Millennium Development Goals”. The Goals, he said, were adopted five years ago by all the world’s Governments as a blueprint for building a better world in the 21st century. “Poor countries have pledged to govern better, and invest in their own people through health care and education…Rich countries have pledged to support them, through aid, debt relief, and fairer trade”, he added. 
In a solidarity statement, Madam Amanda Griffiths unveiled her organisation’s youth programmes, including the Youth Policy Seminars, Youth Delegations, Youth Worker accreditation, Modular Youth Worker Training, Computerisation for Youth Organisations, Youth exchanges etc. She expressed interest in a continuing relationship between her organisation and YES-Ghana. 
A presentation by Mr. Kordzor Sedegah exposed participants to the subject of the MDGs and youth participation. His treated areas like Background to the MDGs; Millennium Development Goals: what they are; MDGs: What is Different?; The Strategic Framework; Status of MDGs Activities in Ghana; and What Youth Can Do. 
In a thought-provoking presentation by Mr. Kofi Kwarko of the Ghana-India Kofi Annan Centre of Excellence in ICT, participants were presented about the facts of ICT and the knowledge economy. Mr. Kwarko stated that ICT is no more the sole preserve of big corporations but a necessity for most businesses, and a must for growth and partnership in the global economy. He emphasized that ICT should be seen as an enabler and not the business and identified key factors for the Ghanaian ICT environment as skilled personnel, knowledge drivers (leaders), project managers, appropriate & innovative technology, infrastructure, funding and solution track. Ending his presentation, Mr. Kwarko urged young people to take advantage of the ICT revolution as a major booster for livelihoods generation. 
His presentation was followed by about two hours “Call to Action” open forum, where participants took issue with panellist and asked intriguing questions bothering their minds. This session also included a discussion of the next steps for ensuring youth participation. The issue of the upcoming “World Summit” of the United Nations in September in New York also came up, with participants seeking to make input into the Ghana Government’s position on the Draft Outcome of the GA President, as well as to the Secretary General’s report “In Larger Freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all”. 
Conclusions of the conference

· Participants unanimously endorsed YES-Ghana as a strong representation of the youth front in Ghana, and asked that the network should embark on a nationwide programme to educate young people on the MDGs, and stimulate active youth participation through youth-friendly means
· It was generally acknowledged that youth need the support of the relevant government agencies and the international development community to be able to take active part I the MDGs Campaign. There was therefore a call for more financial and technical support for youth initiatives across the country
· In this drive for youth participation, the challenge is to ensure that the vulnerable groupings such as the physically disabled are actively involved and that effective mechanisms are created for their inclusion. 

· Regarding the United Nations “World Summit” in September, participants called for a broad consultation among youth in Ghana to come out with a “Youth Position Paper” that should be presented to the Office of the President of Ghana as he prepares his delegation to attend the summit. Participants stressed that there should be youth representation in the President’s delegation to the summit as a clear expression of government’s commitment to the issue of youth participation at all levels. 

· Participants called for enhanced development capabilities through dialogue and trainings which will create motivation, build confidence and encourage risk taking amongst youth that will abolish the culture of fear and convince young people that they are capable, rational and responsible citizens and members of society, able and willing to affect social change for the better.

